CARING & MAINTENANCE

Successful planting sgeshould have at least 90% plant survivia. achieve thisplanting sites
should have been prepared ahead of planting to reduce weed competition. Plantédshave
been planted correctly athe start of the wet seasgrand have been well watered. Plantéees
should have had fertiliser and mulch mat treatment at the time of planting.

Risks to planted trees in X Hot, dry, sunny conditions
_ x Competition from weed regrowth
the first 18 months: x Fire during the dr  y season

HOW TO REDUUJHESE RISKES

Weedingand
applying fertilizer

Weeding frequency depends o
how fast the weeds grow. Weed
should be controlled at least
times during the rainy seasor
Control weeds before the weed
grow above the height of the
planted trees.

If the fire risk is high, keep the plo
completely free of weeds
Otherwise some weed growtt
after November will help to shadt
the planted trees during the
hottest period of the year.

Weedingis essential to keep planted
trees alive during the first two rainy
seasons after planting.

(A) A cardboard mulch mat can help
keep weeds down, around the tree stel

(B) Pull out any weeds growing near th
tree base by hand (wear gloves) to avc
damagimg the tree roots. Try to keep th
mulch mat intact.

(C) Use a hoe to root out weeds in a
circle around the mulch mat.

(D) Lay the uprooted weeds on top of
the mulch mat.

(E) Apply fertilizer (56100 gm) in a
circle around the mulch mat.

=~ Forest Restoration Research Unit
' ! Planted Site Caring and Maintenanc



